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English Grammar

1. THE NOUN

Noun ---+ paft of speech that refers to a person, animal, place, thing, activity, event
or idea.and can be replaced by a pronoun.

A. CLASSIFICATION

1. According to their word-formation, nouns are:
a. simple'. pencil, dog, mountain;

b. derived: driver, booklet, discontentment, kindness;

c. co m po u n d: p ostca rd, d i n i n g roo m, exa m i n atio n -i n -ch i ef ;
d. nouns formed through conversion (their basic form is the form of another part of

speech): the rich, the poor, the good converted from adjectives; reading, cooking,
boxing converted from verbs (gerund forms), the injured, the wounded converted from
verbs (past participles), fall, cook converted from verbs (they have the same form as
the verbs);

e. abbreviations: Mr. Brown (from Mister Brown), Dr. Kennedy (from Doctor Kennedy),
M.A. (Master of Arts);

f . contracfed: sa/es rep (sales representatives), lab (laboratory), gym (gymnastics),
fridge (refrigerato r), ad (advertisement).

2. According to their countability, nouns are:

a. countable, which can have a pluralform and can be used with the indefinite article
"a I an" or with "many", "few", "several": apple; /esson,' son (there are few apples...);

b. uncountable, which cannot be used in the plural or with the indefinite article, but can
be used with "much", "little": noise; health; pride (There was much nor'se in the hall).

NOTE: Some nouns can be countable in one meaning and uncountable in another: papen
difficulty, lamb.
Paper is expensive nowadays. (uncountable);
He is writing a paper on UFOs. (countable)
Lamb is usually more expensive just before Easter. (uncountable);
Two lambs are running in the farmyard. (countable)
There are also cases when nouns can be countable in a certain context and uncountable
in another:
We would like twa coffees, please. (countable);
Too much coffee is bad for your healfh. (uncountable)

c. collective, when they refer to a group of people or things: family, team, crew.
The crew abandoned the ship just before it sank.

3. According to their meaning, nouns are:

a. common, which denote members of a certain class: child; bird; garden;

b. proper, which refer to a particular person, place or thing and are written in capital
letters: Mary; France;the Danube.

c. concrete, which denote material objects that can be perceived by our senses: wall;
team; pencil;
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English Grammar

b. -s is added to the first element:
b1. when the first element is a noun and the second element is a preposition of an

adverb:
passe r-by - passers-by,'
going-out - goings-out;
looker-on - lookers-on.

b2. when the compound word is formed of two nouns linked by a preposition:
ed ito r-i n -ch i ef - ed ito rs-i n -ch i ef ;
son-i nJ aw - son s-i n-l aw ;
doctor of philosophy - doctors of philosophy.

c. nouns which are formed through abbreviations take their plural form by adding -s:
PAI - PMs; MP - tlPs; VIP - VlPs; UFO - UFOs.

NOTE:
1) Compound nouns formed with 'nand" change both elements into plural forms:

up and down - ups and downs;
pro and con - pros and cons.

2)Compound words formed with the nouns "man" and "woman'n take the plural in both
elements: manseruant - menservants; woman driver - women drivers.

2. Uncountable nouns cannot have a pluralform and cannot take the indefinite article
"a" I "an", but they may be used with the quantifiers "much" or "little":

a. There was too much nor'se and I could not focus on what I was doing.
b. When lwas a teenager, I had little freedom.
c. Too much pride is not good in a relationship.
d. We add a little onion to give food a specialtaste.

Types of uncountable nouns:

a. material nouns: milk; cotton; air; sand.
Cotton is heavily used in the textile industry.

b. abstract nouns: peace; beauty;freedom.
They want to live in peace.

NOTE: Some of these nouns can be either countable or uncountable, according to their
meaning:

They have a great deal of experience. (uncountable: knowledge, skill).
They had pleasant experiences in that region. (countable: erzenfs).

c. names of sports: tennis, skating, football.
Skating is practised in winter.

d. names of plants, when referring to the species: garlic, potato, maize.
Potato was discovered in America.

e. names of towns, countries, months: Paris, England, February.
February is the second month of the year.
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English Grammar

b. abstract uncountable nouns: difficulty, progress, income, nonsense, information,
knowledge, advice, homework, justice, pleasure, hope, fear, doubt;

His progress in French is amazing.
Hopeis essenfial in such moments.
Justice no longer exlsfs in this country.

c. proper nouns: John, the Thames, January;
John is reading a book.
January is the first month of the year.
The Danube is one of the longest rivers in Europe.

d. some nouns ending rn -s: news, means;
The news was bad.
This means of transportation is very useful in crowded cifies.
(Also: There are several means of communication used nowadays.)

e. names of dlbeases; measles, mumps, rickets;
Azleas/es i s co nta g i o u s.
Rickets rs nof very dangerous.

f . names of subjects,sciences: economics, linguistics, optics, mathematics, sfafrsfics.
Optics is an impoftant branch of knowledge.
Mathematics r.s his favourite subject.
Sfafisfrbs helps us in many areas.

NOTE: Some of these nouns can be used with a plural verb, but with a different meaning:
Acousfrbs is a branch of knowledge. (science)
The acoustics of this hall are appreciated by worldwide performers. (acoustic quality)
Sfafl.sfrcs is a branch of mathemafics. (science)
Ihese sfafisfics are used to monitor the rise of inflation. (numbers, data)
Politics is his main interest. (science)
His politics are very liberal. (his political ideas)

g. names of games: ninepins, cards, dominoes, billiards, darts:
Darts was invented in the United Kngdom.
Ninepins is a fine game.

4. Nouns which take a pluralverb:
a. nouns denoting parts of the body. bowels, tonsils, entrails:

His bowels are very sensrfrye.

b. nouns denoting sfafes: hysterics, blues, spirits:
High spirits are in the air at Christmas time.

c. nouns denoting articles of dress made of two equal parts: trousers, shorfs,
pyjamas, jeans, pants, braces:

Hls trousers are green.
These jeans are too short for me.
I bought fhose pyjamas that you showed me yesterday.

d. nouns denoting fools and instrumenfs consisting of two parts: sca/eg scissorg
g/asseg p i n ce rs, b i n oc u I a rs, n ai I -cl i p pe rs, twe e ze rs :

My g/asses are broken.
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